
Blessed Frédéric Ozanam and 
Catholic Social Teaching 

Gareth Rowe (CAFOD-Durham Research Fellow)

https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/gareth-l-rowe/

https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/gareth-l-rowe/




Amélie Soulacroix
Ozanam with
daughter Marie





There were no needy 
persons among them. 
For from time to time 
those who owned 
land or houses sold 
them, brought the 
money from the sales 
and put it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to 
anyone who had 
need.’ 

Acts 4:35







There is exploitation 
when the master 
considers the 
worker not as an 
associate, as a 
helper, but as an 
instrument, from 
which he must draw 
the maximum 
service at the lowest 
possible cost. 

Blessed Frédéric Ozanam 1840



a ‘great crime 
which cries to 
the avenging 
anger of 
Heaven’

Rerum Novarum 1891



It is ‘shameful’ to use people 
as ‘things’ Pius XI Quadragesimo Anno 1931

‘the worker should not be an 
‘instrument’ or tool of 
production because the 
worker is a subject and not an 
object 

John Paul II Laborem Exercens 1981



An 
instrumental 
way of 
reasoning…

Decisions which 
may seem purely 
instrumental are 
in reality 
decisions about 
the kind of 
society we want 
to build.



Just take a look at 
philanthropic organisations: 
they are nothing more than 
meetings, reports, accounts 
and minutes.  Philanthropy 
is a form of decoration 
proudly worn by people who 
wish to boast about their 
good works

Blessed Frédéric Ozanam 1835



Capital cannot do without 
labour, nor labour without 
capital 

Rerum Novarum 1891

Solidarity

Everything is 
Connected and 
No One is Saved 
Alone 

Laudate Deum 2023



Before taking action for the public good we can 
take action for the good of individuals

Blessed Frédéric Ozanam 1834

Subsidiarity



Danger of 
‘reducing society 
to one dead level’

Rerum Novarum 1891



Polyhedral 
Globalisation



Trust 
Ozanam

What 
Would 

Ozanam 
Do?



I belong to what 
is called the party 
of confidence

Blessed Frédéric Ozanam 1849



The globalization of 
hope, a hope which 
springs up from 
peoples and takes 
root among the 
poor, must replace 
the globalization of 
exclusion and 
indifference!
Pope Francis Address to Popular 
Movements 2015
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