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Who has read/ 

listened to Laudato 

Si?



“We are faced not with two separate crises, one environmental 
and the other social, but rather with one complex crisis which is 
both social and environmental.” (LS#139)

Taking action?



Ecological conversion





“the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor” 

(LS#49)





CO2 concentration in 1750 = 277ppm

426.64ppm June 23rd 



Paris 2015 

Paris 

Agreement 

signed to 

restrict global 

temperature 

increases to 

2°C and begin 

efforts to limit 

warming to 

1.5°C.



• Ecological crisis is likely to lead to 
inequalities within and across 
nations, and between current and 
future generations, so creating 
injustice.

• We do not want to widen 
inequalities – yet the ecological 
crisis will likely exacerbate 
inequitable social conditions

Ecological justice



Urgency



• Despite the gravity and urgency of  the ecological crisis, Pope Francis reminds 
us that we must continue to hope 

• … because to “‘say there is nothing to hope for... would mean exposing 
humanity, especially the poorest, to the worst impacts of  climate change." 
(LD#54)



Interconnected crises – interconnected response



Laudato Si’ goals: Provide a joined-up approach to care for creation, centred on faith.



“All of  us can cooperate as 
instruments of  God for the care of  

creation.” (LS#14)

What will you do?



• “Humanity still has the 
ability to work together in 
building our common 
home.”  (LS#13)

• “…their duty towards 
nature and the Creator, 
are an essential part of 
their faith.” (LS#64)



Diocese of  Salford’s faith-based response







To provide the tools and learning needed to enable all to...

• hear and respond to the cry of the earth and cry of the people, provoking an
ecological conversion.

• hear and respond in hope to the cry of the earth and cry of the people.













Groups Numbers

Parishes 113

Schools 644

Community Groups 747

Visitors / Volunteers / 

corporate groups

96

Total: 1,600



Feedback:

• The children were engaged, and it gave them lots of  ideas. The session 
was fantastic and so supportive for both the children and myself. The 
children were very inspired, and it was lovely to see. 

• We can use a daisy to help us pray. It represents Jesus. He is the sun, the 
yellow section in the middle of  the daisy and we are all the petals 
surrounding Jesus.

• This is the best trip we have ever taken them on.

• I don’t want to leave!

• Appreciate the outside so much more than before.

• I will definitely spend more time and interest in the forest and skills that 
I learned by passing them to my grandchildren.



The mere fact that personal, family and 
community habits are changing is contributing 
… we are helping to bring about large 
processes of  transformation

(LD#71)



It is up to us to take action

“For, in the end, we are responsible not only for what 

we do, but also, and above all, for what we can do, 

and yet choose not to do.” Pope Francis



Thank you

emma.gardner@dioceseofsalford.org.uk

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/diocese/environment 

“Saint Francis, faithful to Scripture, invites us to 

see nature as a magnificent book in which God 

speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of  his 

infinite beauty and goodness.” (LS#12)

mailto:emma.gardner@dioceseofsalford.org.uk
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