
Fundraising for your 
Conference
Bethany Moreland
Membership Fundraising Support Officer
National Meeting 27 – 29 June 2024



Introduction
Our goal today is to provide you with some knowledge and 
tools to generate income for your Conferences.

In this session, we’ll be:
➢Sharing ideas and strategies
➢Offering tips and best practices
➢Hearing from an active SVP fundraiser
➢Highlighting some new resources
➢Having an opportunity for discussion and questions



Why fundraise?
✓To improve the lives of local 

people in your community.
✓To build community spirit and 

engagement.
✓To provide your Conference 

with the financial means to  
demonstrate their faith in action 
by helping others.



Types of fundraising
✓Events like Summer and Christmas fairs, 

coffee mornings, bingo nights, themed 
nights, sponsored walks

✓Donations through online giving 
platforms such as JustGiving and 
Givestar

✓Donations from pulpit appeals and 
second collections at Mass

✓Support and sponsorship from local 
businesses

✓Fundraising by local schools



Fundraising thoughts
✓Why do you need to 

fundraise?
✓ How much money do you 

need?
✓ How fast do you need the 

funds?
✓ Have you got a plan if you 

need to raise a lot of money 
throughout the year?

✓ Have you ever applied for a 
grant?

✓ Has your Conference ever 
benefitted from a gift in will?

✓ Are you new to crowd funding 
and online giving?

✓ Do you know about 
contactless donations?



Online Giving 



Online donate pages

• JustGiving

• GiveStar



Top tips for online giving pages
➢Make sure any JustGiving pages are named SVP and your Conference name, for 

example, SVP St Blaise Rees Way Conference (C090421)
➢A powerful cover photo with faces looking at the camera
➢Regular updates, e.g. distance covered in a sponsored walk
➢Personally thank supporters separate to the automated message
➢Multiple photos
➢Set an end date
➢Set a stretched target
➢Make the first donation



Contactless donations



From cash to digital

➢Local banks are closing branches

➢Online, tap on phone, card readers 
and QR codes are available

➢QR codes can be easily shared

Contactless payments have increased by 30%.
Cash payments have declined by 35%.

Source: UK Finance



GiveStar



GiveStar



Recent experiences
from using GiveStar
Kate Birkenhead
Membership Support Officer (Shrewsbury)





Always remember



To make sure to ask donors if they can… 

Gift Aid can increase donations by up to 25% without costing 
the donor more, as long as they are eligible UK tax payers.



Gift Aid envelope  Gift Aid Declaration

Please contact fundraising@svp.org.uk for resources.

mailto:fundraising@svp.org.uk


Restricted & Unrestricted Income
Examples of unrestricted incomeExamples of restricted income

• General/non-specific fundraiser, e.g. to raise funds 
for your Conference to spend where most needed

• Twinning, e.g. to raise funds for your 
Conference’s Twin

• Appeals, e.g. to raise funds for a specific appeal 
such as a new community garden appeal

• Named items, e.g. if your Conference is wanting 
to purchase a piece of equipment such as heaters 
for a warm space project

• Specific project, e.g. to raise funds to go 
specifically towards vehicle running costs for your 
Conference’s food distribution project



Saying thank you
Dear Margaret,

Dad was brought up by the Sisters of the St 
Vincent de Paul order. It was his wish that 
any donations be given to the local St 
Vincent de Paul group as he witnessed the 
quiet way in which the local group 
supported anyone in need and he always 
supported them in any way he could.

Thank you so much for adding Dad's name 
to the Book of Dedication and for the 
prayers. This has given us great comfort.

➢Thank you templates 
available to use
➢Personalised thank 

you’s
➢Annual thank you event
➢Christmas cards
➢Giving Tuesday appeal 

or event



SVP Summer Raffle 
2024



➢Another source of income

➢Unrestricted funds

➢Conferences receive 50% of ticket sales (minus net costs)

➢Attracts new types of supporters

➢You can request more books!

Please speak to Liv for more tickets or further information.



“Selling was quite easy, you just need to have an 
enthusiastic team and some very generous 
parishioners. Return the tickets on time and the 
finance team did the rest. As we had not even 
completed setting up our banking access, they 
helped transfer the funds and credit our SVP 
Conference with the 50%. We enjoyed the 
experience and are looking forward to the next SVP 
Summer Raffle.”

Ruby, Conference President
Harrow South and Northolt Conference



“Last year our Conference sold £745 worth of Raffle 
tickets. Two thirds of these were sold by Conference 
Members to family, friends, neighbours and work 
colleagues. The rest within our Parish. With each Member 
doing their bit, it was surprisingly ease to surpass our 
target of £500. The accounting process was very simple, a 
one-page return form, the sale money taken direct from 
our Conference bank account and within six weeks 
around 50% credited back, which really made all our 
efforts worthwhile! It was even better as two of the tickets 
we sold won a £100 prize each. Maybe this year we'll get 
the big one!”

Paul, Conference President
Holy Rood Watford Conference



Community Grants



National Lottery 
Awards for All

• Up to £20,000
• Can be spent over a 2-year period
• Currently a 16-week turnaround
• Conferences to contact bethanym@svp.org.uk

before making any applications
• Awards for All factsheet available at the 

Fundraising stand

mailto:bethanym@svp.org.uk


Success stories
• A Conference applied for £5000 to run a lunch club at 

their community hall for people experiencing loneliness 
and isolation. Funding was used to buy furniture, 
tablecloths, cutlery and food.

• A Conference applied for £10,000 to continue some work 
supporting their local community with shopping 
vouchers, food parcels and home starter kits for 
emergency relocations.

• Can also be applied to for IT equipment, training, 
storage facilities, school uniform projects, and more.



Acts 435
• Up to two active applications at once
• Grants of up to £200 awarded
• Fast turnaround
• A good way to support other SVP Conferences
• Conferences to contact bethanym@svp.org.uk

for details of how to become an advocate
• Acts 435 factsheet available at the Fundraising 

stand

mailto:bethanym@svp.org.uk




➢Regional Community Foundations

➢Supermarket community initiatives

➢Rotary & Lions Clubs

➢Local authorities



SVP Special Funds



The SVP has internal funds which Conferences can apply to request 
extra financial assistance for those they seek to help or who are in the 
care of or guardianship of the SVP:

➢Cost of Living Fund (replaced the Hardship Fund)
➢Di Mascio Innovation Fund

Conferences should approach their District and Central Councils 
before applying to any of the National Funds. 

Application forms are available from National Office by emailing 
request@svp.org.uk or by visiting the ‘Apply for funding’ page on the 
Members’ area of the SVP website www.svp.org.uk

mailto:request@svp.org.uk
http://www.svp.org.uk/


Participate in 
initiatives



Farmfoods and Aldi 
gift card schemes
• A 20% discount is provided on all orders 

(Farmfoods only)
• No minimum/maximum spend
• Restrictions on alcohol, tobacco and gambling 

products
• Fast turnaround
• Conferences to contact bethanym@svp.org.uk for 

a guide to be sent
• Bethany Moreland must be copied into all 

applications

mailto:bethanym@svp.org.uk


“I have access to the Farmfoods portal and have 
found it user friendly and easy to order the gift 
cards. To date, I have ordered £2,500 worth of gift 
cards which have been discounted by 20% and 
have cost us £2,050. This is a great scheme that 
enables us to increase the amount we can offer 
our beneficiaries. We currently help around 70 
families and individuals in the Southport region.”

Jim, Conference President and Treasurer
Southport North Conference



Cash4Coins

• Can make money from old coins and foreign 
currency

• 50% of the funds raised will go to your Conference
• No time limit
• Posters and labels can be provided
• Can use any box or bottle to start collecting
• Conferences to contact bethanym@svp.org.uk for 

resources to be sent

“Our Conference has had a 
good response to this 

appeal.”
Ann, Conference Secretary

St Francis de Sales Hartley 
Conference

mailto:bethanym@svp.org.uk


Gifts in Wills



What is a gift in will?
A gift in will (sometimes referred to as a legacy) is a way 
of leaving something to a person, a group of people or 
charities after you die. 

There are different types of gifts you can leave in a will, 
such as money, part of your estate, or belongings.

Many SVP Conferences have benefitted from these to 
start new projects to help their community or expand on 
the work they already do.



How do Conferences benefit from 
gifts in wills?
• Aileen Matthews Legacy
-She was visited by the Sacred Heart 

Caterham Conference and left a 5 
figure sum legacy

-10 tablets for streaming parish 
services given to housebound 
parishioners who cannot attend 
physical services

-3 family holidays in caravans



Who was the first person 
to leave a legacy to the 

SVP?



King Louis XIII
St Vincent de Paul was 
summoned to the deathbed of 
King Louis XIII and stayed with the 
King for 3 days until he passed 
away. The works of the 
Congregation of the Mission 
received a legacy in the King’s will. 
Several homes were built to care 
for 4,000 underprivileged children.



Resources and support
• Will Writing Guide: We have a comprehensive Will Writing Guide 

available for download on our website.

• Free Will Writing Service: To make this process even easier, we offer a 
free will writing service. You can register for this service through our 
website or by speaking to our Legacy Manager, Aisha, here today.

• Legacy posters and leaflets: these can be provided to display in your 
parishes.

• Why not hold an event at your Conference and invite your local solicitor 
and the SVP Legacy Manager?



Good fundraising 
practice



New code 
coming 

January 2025

Data Protection laws
to change



• Read the SVP Fundraising Policy and Procedure.
• Read the SVP Trusts and Grants Fundraising Guidance Notes.
• Read the Awards for All Guidance Notes.
• All monies raised should be used for the purposes for which they were 

asked.
• Obtain necessary permits and licenses for events, raffles and on-street 

collections.
• All raffles and lotteries must comply with the Gambling Commission 

requirements and licensing arrangements. 
• Follow all policies and procedures, remembering Data Protection 

regulations, ensuring you have consent from supporters.
• Thank your donors and keep them updated.

Please contact fundraising@svp.org.uk if you are unsure.

mailto:fundraising@svp.org.uk


SVP Brand Toolkit





What’s new?



➢Knowledge Hub fundraising course

➢Fundraising forum

➢Members fundraising pack



Members Webinar
Raising Funds for your Conference

5 – 6pm
Thursday 11 July 2024
Zoom

Register for your space by 
scanning the QR code 
below:



Good luck with your 
fundraising and thank 

you for listening.

If you have any further 
questions, please visit us 
at the Fundraising stand.



Please contact Bethany Moreland, your
Membership Fundraising Support Officer:

Email: bethanym@svp.org.uk
Phone: 07708 873046 / 01274 513045

Fundraising team: fundraising@svp.org.uk

Any questions?

mailto:bethanym@svp.org.uk
mailto:fundraising@svp.org.uk

	Slide 1: Fundraising for your Conference
	Slide 2: Introduction
	Slide 3: Why fundraise?
	Slide 4: Types of fundraising
	Slide 5: Fundraising thoughts
	Slide 6: Online Giving 
	Slide 7: Online donate pages
	Slide 8: Top tips for online giving pages
	Slide 9: Contactless donations
	Slide 10: From cash to digital
	Slide 11: GiveStar
	Slide 12: GiveStar
	Slide 13: Recent experiences from using GiveStar
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Always remember
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: Restricted & Unrestricted Income
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: SVP Summer Raffle 2024
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: Community Grants
	Slide 25: National Lottery  Awards for All
	Slide 26: Success stories
	Slide 27: Acts 435
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: SVP Special Funds
	Slide 31
	Slide 32: Participate in initiatives
	Slide 33: Farmfoods and Aldi  gift card schemes
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36: Gifts in Wills
	Slide 37: What is a gift in will?
	Slide 38: How do Conferences benefit from gifts in wills?
	Slide 39: Who was the first person to leave a legacy to the SVP?
	Slide 40: King Louis XIII
	Slide 41: Resources and support
	Slide 42: Good fundraising practice
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45: SVP Brand Toolkit
	Slide 46
	Slide 47: What’s new?
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50: Good luck with your fundraising and thank you for listening.  If you have any further questions, please visit us at the Fundraising stand.
	Slide 51: Please contact Bethany Moreland, your Membership Fundraising Support Officer:  Email: bethanym@svp.org.uk Phone: 07708 873046 / 01274 513045  Fundraising team: fundraising@svp.org.uk

