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St Vincent de Paul



The Foundation of our 
Charism - 1617



See – Judge - Act



St Vincent’s 
Methodology

Viewing reality with the eyes of an apostle and 
discerning the true needs of those who were poorest 
and most abandoned

Confronting this and seeking responses with 
inventiveness, courage and confidence in God

Diversifying, ceaselessly adapting and seeking 
numerous collaborations to best serve the poor: 
priests, consecrated women, and laity



Vincent Did Not Discriminate; 
He Only Saw Need



St Vincent’s Charism



The Vincentian Charism Evolves
1617 – St Vincent de Paul 
dedicates his priesthood 
and personhood to the  

   service of the 
poor.

1625 – Founding of the 
Congregation of the  

Mission

1633 – Founding of the 
Daughters of Charity

1634 – Founding of the 
Ladies of Charity

1834 – Foundation of the 
St Vincent de Paul Society

1844 – First SVP 
Conference founded in 

England and Wales

1966 – Women invited to 
join the Society

1980 – The Passage, 
Westminster

1987 – Noah Enterprise 
Luton 1989 – De Paul UK

2012 – Daughter of 
Charity Services



Frederic Ozanam 
Embraces the Charism

“the poor we see with the eyes of flesh; 
they are there and we can put finger 
and hand in their wounds and the 
scars of the crown of thorns are visible 
on their foreheads; and at this point 
incredulity no longer has a place and 
we should fall at their feet and say 
…You are my Lord and my God! ”

Frederic Ozanam



The Charism 
Reaches 
England



The SVP: A Dynamic Organisation 
Responding to Need

• 1844 – Our foundation in England and Wales
• 1950s – Tyne Deaf Centre
• 1954 – Holy Island Camp
• 1980s – Tyne Support Centre and Hostels
• 1987 – Sheffield Furniture Store
• 1996 – Leeds Support Centre
• 2010 – First Mini Vinnie group
• 2012 – Bradford Support Centre
• 2018 – Brighton Support Centre
• 2019 – First East Anglia CC House Purchased
• 2020 – SVP Chorely Buddies and Southend Support Centre 
• 2021 – Wirral and Ely Bridge Support Centres 
• 2022 – Brixton and Birmingham Support Centre
• 2024 – Vinnie Bus



Member and Conference Numbers 1997 to 2023



Catholic Mass Attendance in England 1910 - 2023

Source: Catholic Record Society Religious Trends no. 2 (1920-90), UK Church Statistics no. 4 (2000-5), Catholic Directory (2008), Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and 
Wales (2019-22)



An Opportunity For Growth



MSOs



The Young Vincentian programme was launched in Shrewsbury with the 
introduction of the Mini 
Vinnies in 2009. Since then, it’s gone through 
various stages, and now Young Vincentians 
incorporates Mini Vinnies at primary, Youth 
SVP at secondary and 6th form and SVP1833 for our young adults.

To date we are in

27% of primary schools

26.4% of secondary schools
1761 Primary schools

409 Secondary schools and colleges

In England and Wales 
there are Our Parish groups are growing

16 parish groups

2 Homeschool groups

Face to face engagement this academic year

4,290 Primary 
2,837 Secondary

YOUNG 
VINCENTIANS

By 2033, we hope to have 
an expression of 
Vincentianism in all of the 
Catholic schools in England 
and Wales.

SVP1833
In 2023 we took a group of 25 young adults to an 
international Vincentian conference and World Youth Day. 
This group have worked as ambassadors this year. There are 
now 15 active SVP1833 groups and a number of individual 
young adults who meet regularly to pray, connect and plan 
regional acts of service.

We are family
Within the SVP we offer children and 
young people the chance to belong to a 
Vincentian family, built on prayer and 
service. Building links between our 
adult members and young members is 
key to our work. This year, at the 
National Meeting, we will have 75 Mini 
Vinnies and 75 Youth SVP members 
joining the conference.

with other organisations, 
we support events and 
resources like Flame, 
National Youth Sunday, 
Faith in Action, Refugee Week and a residential work 
experience for 20 young adults. We try to offer children and 
young people the opportunity to take the lead and be agents of 
change in their community.

In collaboration...



Total Income & Staff Numbers 2003 to 2025



SVP Staff



Reading 
the Signs 
of the 
Times

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Helping_the_homeless_(cropped).jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Requests For Help (to 14th May 2024 – National Office only)



Support 
Centres

St Vincent’s Brighton

St Vincent’s Brixton St Vincent’s Newcastle

St Vincent’s 
Wirral

St Vincent’s Ely 
Bridge Cardiff

Sheffield 
Furniture 
Depot St Vincent’s Leeds

St Vincent’s 
Southsea

Deaf CentreNewcastle

Vinnie Bus

St Vincent’s Bradford



SVP Housing

North ShieldsLiverpool

Amélie House, 
Cromer 

St Vincent’s House, Sheringham

Bl Rosalie Rendu House,
 Cromer 



Camps for 2024 • Camps will be running this 
Summer in Brentwood, Leeds, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Stockport 
& Wirral.

• Middlesbrough will also have a camp in Summer 2024 for the first 
time, and a camp will be started in Summer 2025 in Menevia.

• Mablethorpe intend to run 2 
weeks of camp and Holy Island 
will run 5 weeks of camp.

Leeds camp

Brentwood Camp



Working With 
Prisons

• Prison Visiting

• Contact in over 40 prisons 
(20 regular)

• Creating a Network

• Information Sharing

• Cards and Gifts

• Contact in over 40 prisons 
(20 regular)

• Training and Resources 



Vinnie Rabbit & Vinnie Dog



Vinnie Van!!



A Vincentian Welcome 
on the High Street



St Vincent’s  
Shop 
Locations



A Voice for the 
Voiceless

“The poor person is a 
unique person of God’s 
Fashioning with an 
inalieneable right to 
respect. You must not be 
content with tiding the 
poor over their poverty 
crisis; you must study their 
condition and the in 
justices which brought 
about such poverty, with 
the aim of long term 
improvement.”

Frederic Ozanam



SVP at Party 
Conferences 2023

Faith Network 
reception



Events



Research and 
Publications

• Stories from the frontline

• Regional inequalities report

• Policy briefings

• Social Justice information     
booklet

• Expert briefings for Ministers

• Afghan resettlement report



Media





Staying Relevant

• Stay true to the charism (fidelity)

• Invest in membership support

•Building the infrastructure

• Staffing for success

• Focus on income generation and diversity 
of income streams



“Love is Inventive 
to Infinity”  St Vincent de Paul

•Creativity
• Innovation
•Change
•Seizing Opportunities
•Enthusing Others to 
do Likewise



Adaptation  
• Change is Constant

• Plan for growth and change

• Flexibility

• Seize unexpected opportunities

• The charism manifests in 
different forms



Stay True to the 
Founding Charism

• Relational

• Alleviation of poverty

• Servant leadership

• Turning Concern into Action

• Voice for the Voiceless



Turning Concern Into Action

Befriending Practical 
Support Campaigning Systemic 

Change



Strategy in 
Motion……..

Vincentian Charism

Catholic 
Identity

Synodal Process



Strategic Objectives 2022-27
• To put our faith and values at the heart of all we do   

• To reach out to and welcome those on the peripheries who need our help

• To expand our capacity for service

• To campaign for social justice in order to effect change for those we serve

• To achieve financial sustainability

• To build an Identity within and beyond the Catholic Church 



Enlarging 
Our Tent



What’s Around the Corner?
SVP and Laudato Si

The  Brentwood site covers 39 acres of land in a rural setting.  It is parkland with open managed pasture 
bordered by mixed hedgerows and woodland, including a wet woodland pond and flood pasture at the 
lower end.

1 - Laudato Si’ Centre.

2 - Planting and regeneration woodland.

3 - Solar battery farm and grazing or other 
options to be considered. 

The proposal is for 3 Zones:



Brentwood Site: Proposal

Overhead view of the 
woodland planting & 
regeneration area.



“Charity should never look behind but always 
in front, because the number of good deeds 
which we have done in the past is always very 
small, while the present needs and future 
needs, which must be relieved, are always 
endless” 

– Blessed Frederic Ozanam.



Christians have to live a mysticism of open eyes.
       Johannes B. Metz

An “experience of God has to be inspired not by a mysticism of closed eyes in 
which one contemplates one’s own state of being but rather a mysticism of open 
eyes which enables one to enter into solidarity with those who suffer.”



• “We spend our life seeking for the will of God and we 
forget that we have it right before our eyes… the 
situation in which the poor find themselves and the 
anguished cries of those men and women who are poor 
… those realities reveal to us about that which God is 
asking and demanding of us. “   

     Celestino Fernadez CM



What if God was 
one of us? 







3.1 million emergency 
food parcels issued in  

2023/24
*The Trussell Trust (April 2024)  







What if God was 
one of us? 







128,786 people 
awaiting decision 
on asylum status

*Refugee Council (December 2023)  







What if God was 
one of us? 





4.3 million children 
in the UK are living 

in poverty 
*End Child Poverty (March 2024)  





At least 309,000 
people in England 

homeless
*Shelter UK (December 2023)  







What if God was 
one of us? 



88,220 inmates 
currently in prisons in 

England and Wales 
*Ministry of Justice (March 2024)  
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