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Vincentian support on the ground
Members
• Practical assistance 

(food, clothes and more)

• Visiting those in 
temporary 
accommodation

• A warm welcome

• Over 5,000 people helped 
in 2022-23

St Vincent’s centres
• Immigration advice

• English classes

• Practical and material 
assistance

• Hot meals
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Refugees, asylum seekers and migrants supported by members – 2022-23 





Asylum Seekers
• Help people in temporary 

accommodation

• Practical support in hotels (no 
access to suitable food, 
internet facilities, often isolated 
from the community)

• Hot meals and clothes

• Immigration advice (Leeds and 
Bradford)



Refugees

• English classes

• Employment support

• Ukrainian response

• Support to newly recognized 
refugees at risk of homelessness



People with No Recourse to 
Public Funds (NRPF)
• No access to social security support

• Practical and material assistance

• Often at risk of exploitation and modern slavery

• Around 175,000 children affected

• Four times more likely to be behind on at least one essential 
bill (81% against 20% for the UK population)



Afghan resettlement 
scheme

• UK Government resettlement scheme –
over 12,000 Afghans were resettled 
because at risk 

• Telford Conference – support for over 200 
Afghan citizens and families

• Afghan food, welcome events, cricket 
matches

• English classes



Policy and advocacy work

- Tackling the root causes



Influencing policymakers 
and legislation
• Nationality and Borders Act

• Illegal Migration Act

• Toolkits and briefings for members

• Letter to the Home Secretary – signed by over 100 
faith leader

• Love the Stranger (Bishops’ Conference)

• Lift the Ban coalition



Helping members to 
turn concern into action
• Email your MP – over 700 members took 

action

• Webinars and fact sheets

• Joining forces with other faith groups and 
national charities

• A Year of Encounter



Mobilising young 
Vincentians

• Forget me not Lent 
campaign

• MP engagement

• Visits to Parliament



Research and 
publications
• Reflections and recommendations on 

Resettlement report

• Supporter briefing for members 
ahead of the General Election

• Asylum temporary accommodation 
policy briefing

• Transnational families research 
project – University of Reading and St 
Vincent’s Leeds



Media

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0teRimOuOs


Engagement with 
Ministers and other 
policymakers
• Meeting with the Minister 

for Veterans

• Working with faith groups 
and civil society groups

• Media coverage



Questions?

alessandras@svp.org.uk
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