
Appeal Script
Hello, and thank you for allowing me to speak to you today
My name is …. and I am here to talk to you about the St Vincent de Paul Society and how you can play a part in their work.
[Historical introduction if useful]  The society was established in Paris in 1833 and came to Britain in 1844 with the express aim of relieving poverty.  It was inspired by the work of St Vincent de Paul who, in France in 1617 saw a family in desperate need and appealed for local people to help them.  Donations flooded in and a movement was born.
The catalyst which created the first expression of the society in the nineteenth century was the rather harsh comment – “Call yourselves Christians?  What do you do to help the poor?”
The world in which we live today is still asking that question and it is one that, as Christians, must still be answered.
Poverty is prevalent in our society today, although it is not always obvious and con often be hidden.
Poverty is not always the lack of money, although that is very often the case. It can be the poverty of emotional support, the poverty of friendship, the poverty of any sort of contact with another human being.
Poverty in its many forms is no respecter of society.  While the poorest might struggle to put food on the table, the richest may feel that, in spite of all their material wealth, their lives are empty and worthless.
That poverty, both material and of the soul, is what Our Society seeks to address.
A moment to talk about what your own SVP Conference already does 
Working with local people, the society aims to help local people in need, whether that need be emotional or physical, and works through core values of compassion, respect , generosity and confidentiality.
Every area, whether it is a wealthy suburb, a council estate or a row of terraced houses has poverty.  For some it might be the poverty of friendship, there’s simply no one to talk to from one day to the next, some might be in need of help with filling in forms, or with childcare advice.  Some might find themselves in a situation where they can’t fee their children or need support during a difficult time of their lives.
Sometimes a broken heart can be helped with a smile and a cup of tea. The simplest of acts can have the most profound results.
[an opportunity here to make the specific invitation to join your Conference]
Dignity, worth, wellbeing and peace of mind are not just for the lucky few but are the right of every human being.  You would be asked to be-friend and offer whatever support you can – but always within your own means.
So, if you feel that you could listen to someone’s concerns, or make a cup of tea, or help with shopping, bake a cake or put together some flat pack furniture, or any one of the million other ways in which people need help.  If, as a group, you feel that raising money or running a food bank is the way to go.  If, as I have been speaking, you have thought of someone you know who could benefit from something like this, then please consider joining the society.
As St. Teresa of Avila said – Christ has no body but yours, no hands, no feet on earth but yours.
Thank you for your time and for considering God’s call to help His broken people.  Together we can change the world.
[Information about how to get involved, who to speak to, when to meet etc.]
