Jubilee of priests
I was recently in a London parish for a beautiful celebration of a priest’s Jubilee. Lots of people were packed into the parish hall. A large table was laden with a variety of delicious refreshments reflecting the ethnic mix of the parish community. At the centre of the table was a large, beautifully decorated cake. On the cake was a candle proclaiming just six years. The people loved their young priest and really wanted him to know how they treasured him. 

Being a priest is a lifelong vocation – one that in many ways resembles the enduring commitment of marriage. And just as falling in love and married life transforms over time, so too does the journey of priesthood. It begins when a young candidate has an interest, or fascination with dedicating their life to God, living unmarried and pledging to persevere year on year, no matter what happens.

There is also the attraction of being able to make a real difference and to serve as a positive influence in the local community. Over time this interest may grow into a quiet but persistent sense God is calling. Eventually you must respond. Seminary life follows: study, prayer, self-discovery and gradually getting to know what priesthood truly involves.

The life of a priest can vary greatly – serving abroad or at home, in parishes, schools, hospitals or offering support to the lonely, the sick, and the young. So much of a priest’s ministry is conducted in partnership with lay people. Just imagine the difference between working alone and collaborating with a lively, committed SVP group!

A priest may face many experiences – some joyous, others challenging. But in the end, a Jubilee is time to give thanks to God for the years of faithfully trying to love and serve the Lord, by loving and serving his people.
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