Youth SVP Commissioning Liturgy
Welcome and Introduction
Sign of the Cross
Opening Prayer
Loving God, help us through meeting together to deepen our Vincentian friendship and bear witness to your compassionate and tender love, so that our hearts beat with the heartbeat of those living in poverty, and so that we come to see poverty through their eyes. May we be a voice for the voiceless, speaking out with courage and charity. Amen.
Scripture
Matthew 25:31-40
 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
Reflection
We have a duty as Young Vincentians to look after the poor, neglected and weak. Our faith informs our actions. The Gospel we have just heard reminds us of the works of mercy we should practice. As Young Vincentians, you are concerned with the whole person, you are there to be Christ-like in all the work you will do.
As a Young Vincentian, meet people where they are at; be patient, be approachable, listen to their needs, and show love, care and compassion to them, whether that is selling cakes at a cake stall, or visiting a care home, or having a tea party with older members of the SVP. 
Commissioning – Young People are called forward to receive a certificate, badge and handbook and answer three questions: 
See – As a Young Vincentian, will you be seeking to see where others in your community are in need?
Think – As a Young Vincentian, will you keep Christ at the centre of your discernment and mission as your carry out your work?
Do – As a Young Vincentian, will you commit to taking part in the action of helping those in your community who are in need?
Prayers of Intercession
God created us to live and grow in love. By being stewards of God’s gifts, we take an active part in bringing this vision of life into being. Confident in the power of prayer to transform us, we bring our needs to God who hears and answers us. 
· For the Church: May it grow stronger in its resolve to welcome and embrace those who are living on the margins of society. For this, we pray to the Lord. Lord, in your mercy. R/. 

· For the leaders of nations: May their first concern be to preserve and foster peace through compassion and care for all. For this, we pray to the Lord. Lord, in your mercy. R/. 

· For those who suffer from physical and mental illness: May they be healed through God’s infinite mercy and be comforted by those who care for them. For this, we pray to the Lord. Lord, in your mercy. R/. 

· For families: May they grow stronger in their love and commitment to one another. For this, we pray to the Lord. Lord, in your mercy. R/. 

· For Young Vincentians: May they be blessed with creativity and enthusiasm as stewards of God’s gifts. For this, we pray to the Lord. Lord, in your mercy. R/.
Our Father
Concluding Prayer
Prayer to St Vincent de Paul
O Glorious Saint Vincent de Paul,
The mention of your name,
Suggests a litany of your virtues:
Humility, zeal, mercy, self-sacrifice.
It also recalls
Your many foundations:
Works of Mercy,
Congregations,
Societies.
The Church gratefully remembers,
Your promotion of the priesthood.
Inspire all Charitable Workers,
Especially those who minister,
To both the spiritually
And the materially poor.
O Lord, give us the grace,
That You bestowed upon,
Your servant St. Vincent de Paul,
To relinquish the temptation,
Of material things,
In our holy effort,
To minister to the poor.
Amen.

Sign of the Cross
St Vincent de Paul – Pray for us
Blessed Frederic Ozanam – Pray for us
